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Dyslexia related policies


QUESTIONNAIRE: Dyslexia related policies in your country
Dear colleagues, 

Below is an initial questionnaire to help us summarise and analyse dyslexia related policies and policy processes in our countries. Briefly, its purposes are to help us to:
· collect information and best practices on dyslexia related policies and practices implemented by governments and/or institutions across six EU countries;
· explore to what extent the policy efforts have been oriented towards equal treatment of and equal status for all; sector responsibility or towards the principle of compensation;
· measure numbers of implemented public policies and initiatives and the approximate costs related to implementing the policies;
· create a good understanding of the policy environment in our six countries.
As you are aware, this questionnaire and the results from it are done in the frame of the Work package 5 (addressing legislative and policy related issues) for which CIE is the leading partner. More concretely, the WP5 is justified by the fact that policy development and compliance of those policies is a key issue at national and institutional level. Without these in place, there is no potential to implement an appropriate strategy and provide appropriate support, or to defend the rights of the individual. 

Some guidelines:  
The questionnaire is designed according to four categories, namely legislation and legislative process, awareness, assessment and support. Each of these categories has an influence and is significant in ensuring that the rights of all people with dyslexia across Europe are guaranteed. 
All questions are related but not limited to what the governments are offering in terms of policies, legislation, strategies, schemes, programmes, and incentives etc,.  Organisations and institutions, which in any way support dyslexic children, students and adults are substantial part of this study too, especially if you are aware of good practices. 
We will be grateful if you can fill in the questionnaire and send it back to me by May 6, 2009. In the meantime, please do not hesitate to send me any comments, questions and suggestions you might have. My email is i.boneva@cie-bg.eu.

Thank you in advance!

Iva and CIE team

LEGISLATION AND LEGISLATIVE PROCESS
	1
	How does the legislative process in your country work in the field of social and health issues? Can you briefly describe how an idea or a practice becomes a law? E.g. who proposes legislative changes? Who approves the proposal and votes it? Who actually writes Regulations, Ordinances and other secondary legislation?


	2
	Who creates policies (laws, strategies, etc) in the social and health sphere at governmental/ministerial level? Who participates, i.e. MPs or experts?



	3
	What is the definition of disability in your country? Is dyslexia a disability?



	4
	Is there a document/s which regulate/s policies in your country concerning dyslexia? (E.g. Regulations for the way to deal with dyslexia; legislation that supports the dyslexic students)
Yes (                                                         
No(


	5
	If yes, is it a compulsory type (i.e. law), or advisable (i.e. strategy)?


	6
	Is there a mechanism that guarantees the application of existing regulatory acts? What type is it?

a regulation (

an ordinance  (              other (


	7
	Is there a mechanism that regulates monitoring of the process?
Yes (          
No(               It is included in the regulation (                                                         



	8
	NGOs participation: is there a mechanism that allows for NGOs or academic organisations to participate in decision making process or initiate legislative changes (i.e. law, regulations, etc) regarding dyslexia or SEN in general?

(please describe the process initiating changes and of decision making even if no special mechanism for NGO participation exists)


	9
	Is there an appeal procedure envisaged? What is it? (please describe the steps)



AWARENESS

	1
	Familiarity with the term “dyslexia” - please provide your estimation whether population in your country recognise the term and are familiar with it? E.g., how many teachers know they have met dyslexic student in their career? 


	2
	Are you aware of any surveys or researches on dyslexia in your country, e.g. what percentage of children are dyslexic? What percentage of students with dyslexia enroll in higher education? Please, list the titles and authors.
If yes, please send me those if in English.



	3
	Are there advocacy groups on dyslexia in your country? What type? How many?
What are their main activities?



	4
	Are there popular websites concerning dyslexia? Who maintains them? Please, list the main:



	5
	How do parents of children with dyslexia get to know about their rights?

How do students with dyslexia get to know about their rights?


	6
	What are teacher qualifications regarding students with dyslexia? Do they receive it as part of the genral curricula at the University or are special courses offered only for specializing graduate programs? Are there continuation on-the-job training courses?
What are the requirements for teachers to teach/ work with students with dyslexia? Do these teachers need to have special university studies or they can be further qualified?

Are children with dyslexia eligible for special or extra support at school by professionals?



IDENTIFICATION AND ASSESMENT 
	1
	What is the usual process for identification of dyslexia? Is it done as a regular part of pre-school/school work? Is there formalised organised screening?



	2
	How one (i.e. a child, a student, an adult) gets to be assessed? Who funds the assessment?


	3
	Who does the assessment? What qualifications does this body/ these specialists need to have?


	4
	What is assessed? 
What tools/tests are used?
Where does testing take place? 
Only once? How often?


	5
	What happens after the test? What are the next steps for the person assessed? 


	6
	Any specific provisions you can think of regarding the process of assessment?



AVAILABLE SUPPORT
	1
	How would you generally describe the provision for students in your country?

Inexistent



(  

Some 




( 

Useful, but not sufficient yet 
(
Sufficient 



(
Excellent 



(
Varies from school to school 
( 

How would you generally describe the provision for University students in your country?

Inexistent 



(  

Some 




( 

Useful, but not sufficient yet 
(
Sufficient 



(
Excellent 



(
Varies tremendously 

(
How would you generally describe the provision for adults in your country?

Inexistent 



(  

Some 




( 

Useful, but not sufficient yet 
(
Sufficient 



(
Excellent 



(
Varies tremendously 

(


	2
	Can you say that regulation and provision for dyslexic persons in your country is: 

Transparent 

(
Accountable 

(
Proportionate 
(
Consistent 

(
Targeted 

( – only at cases where action is needed

Please give examples under each statement.

	3
	What is the exam provision for students in your country? 
at Primary school level
at Secondary school level
at University level


	4
	What is the technology provision?
At Primary school level
At Secondary school level
At University level


	5
	What is the envisaged non-technology support?
At Primary school level
At Secondary school level
At University level


	6
	Is the possibility to get support widely known?
What is the level of funding? Who provides the funding? Please describe the process? 


	7
	Is there a variability of support within one institution? 
At state level?



	8
	How is the training of teachers/tutors organised and funded?
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